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Hebrides. L. L. did not sec any during his several visits; 
and ve therefore conclude that the spectes is as yet unknovn. 

"The throat contained round red berries, probably seeds of 
some species of banian. Thcentrails &c. had been removed, 
and the sex was undiscoverable. 

(Note.—It is, perhaps, rather bold to guestion a specics 
without having seen the specimen ; but Tam disposed to demur 
(first) to the fact of this being a new species, and (secondiy) 
to the differentiating characters given by my friend. 

In measurements it agrces exactly with Calornis cantoroides, 
G. R. Gray, a very widely extended species, thougl it is guite 
possible that, as the Loyalty Islands possess their peculiar spe- 
cies (C.atronitens), the New Hebrides may also have their own. 
But the rufous colouring of the body and the chestnut wings 
appear to me to be merelya variation to which the whole 
Starling tribe are liable. TI have before me, asl write, a 
specimen of Sfurnus vulgaris, shot at Darlington, of which 
the whole upper surface and wings are uniformiy bright 
rufous; this specimen 1 exhibited at a meeting of the 
Zoological Society. T have also before me a specimen of 
Calornis from the Solomon İslands, eollected by Capt. 
Richards, R.N., which has the wings and tail chestnut, but 
which, in the absence of a larger series, I should certainly 
hesitate to deseribe from these characters. İt is certainly 
neither Calornis metallica, nor C. cantoroides, both of which 
occur in the Solomon Islands, but is most nearly allied to 
C. atronitens, yet with different reflections. Tn cither case TI 
should prefer to wait for other specimens before deciding a 
species from what 1 suspect to be accidental characters.— 
BED. m 


XLIV.—On iwo apparently new Finches of the Genus Ery- 
thrura, wiğh Remarks on other known Species of the Group. 


By PE” UL DöLamer, M.A., Ph.D., P.R.S. 
(Plate XV.) 


Mr.J.K. Howarp, F.Z.S., has kindiy placed in my hands 
the skin of a Fineh of the genus Eryfhrura which was shot 
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by his son, Capt. Kenneth Hovard, R.N., during the course 
Of a fev hours” visit to the interior of the island of Api, 
New Hebrides, in August 1880. After examınation and 
comparison of it with examples of the known species of the 
genus I have come to the conclusion that it belongs to an 
undeseribed form of the shorter-tailed section of the group 
(Ambüymura of some authors), which T propose to call 


ERYTHROSPIZA REGTA, sp. nov. (Plate XV. fig. 2.) 


Nitide ceerulca ; pileo, capitis lateribus et uropygio coccineis ; 
cauda testaceo-rubra , remigibus alarum fusco-nigris, 
extus claro viridi limbatis ; tectricibus dorso concolori- 
bus; rostro nigro, pedibus fuscis : long. tota 4:0, alse 
25, caudee 1:5. 


Hab. Api, New Hebrides. 
Obs. Specics structurâ E. cyano-virentis omnino praedita, 


sed rostro paulo crassiore, et corpore ete cəeruleo primo visu 
notabilis. 


While examining the specimens of these Finches in the 
collection of the British Museum, vitli the view of deter- 
mining the bird above deseribed, I found four examples of a 
closely allied species, which seems also to be new to science. 
They have been labelled by the late My. G. R. Gray, “ E. 
pealei,? but certainly do not belong to that form. With 
Dr. Günther”s kind permission, I propose to characterize 
this bird as 


ERYTHROSPIZA SERENA, 8p. nov. (Plate XV. fig. 1.) 


Nitide viridis ; pilco, capitis lateribus, uropygio et caude 
tectricibus superioribus coccincis ; cauda testaceo-rubra ; 
cervice postica cum gula et pectore superiore cəeruleis ; 
rostro nigro : long. tota 8:7, ale 2:6, caude 1:8. Fem. 
mari similis, sed coloribus dilutioribus. 

Hab. Aneiteum, New Hebrides (Mac Gillivray). 

Mus. Brit. ” 

O)s. Species E. regie admodum affinis, sed collo undiquc 
viridi distinguenda. 

An adult pair and two young birds of this fine Finch were 
obtained by MacGillivray in Anciteum on the 8th of February 

1860. The native name is marked on the specimens as 


FRY THRURA SERENA 
REGİA 


Hanhart ımp 
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€ Tnhangane,” the iris “dark umber-brovn,” and the less 
o 2 , o 
and feet as “ dusky flesh-colour.” 


I will növ add a fev notes upon other specics of the genus 
Eryihrura which 1 have made while investigating the claims 
of the preceding birds to be regarded as undeseribed. 

Dr. Hartlaub, in his Synopsis”, published in 1858, recog- 
nized seven specics of the genus, exclusive of Neochmia 
phaeton of Australia, which cannot, I think, be considered 
a true Eryihrura. 'These seven species were :— 


1. ERYTHRURA PRASINA (Sparrm.). 
A vell-knovn species of Java, Sumatra, and Bornco. 


2. ERYTHRURA TRICHROA (Kittl.). 

This species was based by Kittlitz upon specimens from 
Ualan, Carolines, but seems to have a wide distribution. 
Mr. Wallace obtained it in Batchian and Temate, and de- 
seribed it (Ibis, 1862, p. 851) as E. modesta, believing the 
Papuan form to be distinet. But so far as 1 can tell from 
comparing his specimens vith skins in the Godeffroy Muscum 
collected in the Carolines (Ponap& and Ruk) by Kubary, 
these two forms are not to be distinguished. Nor can İ find 
any grounds for maintaining E. eyanifrons of Layard (Ibis, 
1878, p. 260, 1870, p. 280, 1880, p. 338), from Tanna, 
Lifu, and Marg, as distinct, yudging at least from one of 
Mr. Layard”s examples of this supposed species (from Tanna) 
in Mr. Forbes”s collection, which is marked “ E, eyanifrons ” 
by Mr. Tristram. 


Ə. ERYTHRURA TRICOLOR (Vicill.). 

I have examıned a skin of this species in the British Mu- 
seum obtained by Mr.Wallace in Timor. Cf. Wallace, P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 486. 


4. HRYTHRURA PSITTACEA (Gm.). 

This fine species from New Caledonia is likevise repre- 
sented in the British Museum, and in Mr. Forbes's col- 
lection. 


3 Synopsis generis Fringillini Z/y/hrurce, auctore Gustavo IHartlaub, 
Med. Doct. (P.Z.S. 1858, p. 461). 
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O. ERYTURURA PUCHERANI, Bp. Consp. i, p. 457, Hart. 
İ. c. p. 469. 

M. Oustalet, to whom I sent a skin of E. cyanovirens 
(Upolu, Samoa, Kubary) for comparison, assures me that the 
typical specimen of KE. pucherani, Bp., in the Paris Museum 
is absolutely identical with it. EE, pucherani must thercfore 
be regarded as a synonym of E, cyanovirens. 


6. ERYTHRURA CYANOVIRENS (Peale), from tlıe Samoan 
Islands. 


7. ERYTHRURA PEALII, Hartl., from the Fiji group. 

These two species are well diagnosed by Hartlaub, and 
seem to be guite distinct. 1 have been able, tbrougl the 
kindness of Mr. Sehmeltz, to examine specimens of the 
former, colleeted by Kubary, and of the latter, collected by 
Kleinsehmidt, in the Godeffroy Collection. 


The species of the genus Erythrura which T am disposed 
to recognize as valid are tlherefore eight, as follows :— 

1. E. prasina (Sparrm.), ex Java, Sumatra, et Borneo. 

2. E. trichroa (Kittl.) , ex inss, Carolinens., Halmahera”, 
Batchian, Ternate, Papua, inss, Lifu, Marg, et Tamal 

8. E. tricolor (Vieill.), ex Timor. 

4. E. psittacea (Gm.), ex Nov. Caledonia. 

5. E. cyanovirens (Peale), ex inss. Samocusibus. 

6. E. pealii, Hartl. ex inss. Fiji. 

7. E. serena, mühi, ex ins. Anelteum. 

8. E. regia, mihi, ex ins. Api. 


I may add that during a recent visit to the Dresden Museum, 
in company with Mr. Forbes, 1 carefully examined the type of 
Chlorura hyperythra, Reichenbaclı (Singvögel, p. 38), said 
to be from New Guinea. The conclusion we arrived at was 
that this is really a good species, ncarly related to Ery/hrura, 
but perhaps hardiy to be placed within the confines of the 
genus. 


* (Meyer). T Mount Arfak ( Meyer). 


